REPORT OF INTERVIEWS OF JOHN BLAZEWICK 



November and December 1967 
San Francisco, California 
Interviewer: Stanley R. Prinmer 



SYNOPSIS 

JOHN BLAZEWICK was interviewed as a result of a phone-in radio talk 
show on which HAROLD WE IS BERG was the featured guest. He claimed to have 
met a Cuban in the Miami CIA office who was later involved in a scuffle 
with OSWALD. He knew a Cuban named GASTON who was employed by the CIA 
as a commando in the organization Alpha 66. He identified a photograph 
of LAWRENCE HOWARD as being of a man he had met in Miami who was connected 
with Patrick’s Raiders. He identified a photograph of WILLIAM SEYMOUR 
as being of a member of a group known as Morgan *.s ‘Raiders which he had 
contacted in Chicago. He recognized the name "QUARITO" and gave infor- 
mation about him. He .recognized CHARLES STEELE, Jr., in photographs of 
OSWALD passing out literature and believes he had seen him in Miami. He 
recognized DAVID LEWIS from portraits and thinks he saw him in the Cuban 
Democratic Revolutionary Front, office in Miami. He recognized the name 
CASTORR (sp.7), but whether he is referring to, Colonel ROBERT CASTORR is 
not clear. He also named individuals who might have additional informa- 
tion about the persons named above. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The principal significance of the information supplied by BLAZEWICK 
io chat it provides leads for further investigation of individuals who 
ar-* of possible Importance. 

INTRODUCTION 

On Sunday, 12 November 1967, between 1:00 and 5:30 A.M. HAROLD 
WEISBERG was on FM radio station KSFR in San Francisco, California, as 
ae featured guest on a phone-in talkshow moderated by JIM EASON. During 
che show JOHN BLAZEWICK called and stated that he knew a Cuban who was 
involved in a scuffle with OSWALD. He also indicated knowledge of Cuban 
exile activities in Miami but had not been in New Orleans. He was sub- 
sequently interviewed on 18 and 23 November, twice on 2 December, and 



again on 3 December 1967. On 18 November most of the interview was 
recorded, and a transcript was prepared. HAROLD VERB participated in 
the second interview on 2 December. 

My impression was that BLAZEWICK was honest and that he had a good 
memory for incidents and faces but a poor memory for names and dates. 
Prior to the first interview he had read the interview with JIM GARRISON 
in the October 1967 issue of Playboy but had read nothing else about the 
assassination. Between the first and second interviews he read "Oswald 
In New Orleans" by WE IS BERG. 

Personal information on BLAZEWICK is presented at the end of the 
report. 



SUMMARY OF INTERVIEWS 
Blazewick 1 s Activities in Miami 

BLAZEWICK first went to Miami when 17 years old, probably in the 
fall of 1960. He tried to join the Cuban Democratic Revolutionary Front 
(DRF) but was told they weren't accepting Avericans. In the spring of 
1961, just before the Bay of Pigs, he was again in Miami. He tried to 
take a taxi from the DRF office to the Revolutionary Movement 30th of 
November office, but the cab driver, not knowing its location, took him 
to the CIA office instead. There he met a man whose name he can't recall 
but who he later saw on TV in a scuffle with OSWALD when the latter was 
passing out literature. This man (hereafter the "scuffler") took him to 
the Revolutionary Movement 30th of November office where he joined that 
organization. 

BLAZEWICK worked in the 30th of November office and helped pack 
supplies. He did not train for fighting or go on any raids. 

BLAZEWICK was in Miami several times between 1960 and 1964, including 
April 1961, December 1962, possibly August 1963, December 1963, and 
December 1964 through early 1965. Alternately during the same period he 
worked on ships on the Great Lakes and on the Atlantic. 

Individuals Known or Recognized by Blazewick 
* "Scuffler" (Name unknown) 

One evening at about seven o'clock before the assassination and 
after the missile crisis BIAZEWICK was watching a Chicago TV newscast 
on a ship on the Great Lakes. Just as he was sitting down to eat the 
news showed a scuffle between OSWALD and a Cuban. BLAZEWICK jumped up 
and said, "I know that man." He recognized the Cuban who had taken him 
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to the 30th of November office. BlAZEWICK's identification of 
OSWALD seems to be based in part on his recollection of the TV 
newscast. He believes he heard on that TV program that OSWALD 
had been in Russia. However, his identification of OSWALD is 
probably based more on a conversation that occurred shortly after 
the assassination, probably in December 1963, when he was in Miami. 
GASTON told him in the presence of the "scuffler" that the latter 
had hit OSWALD in the mouth* BLAZEWICK was under the impression 
that both GASTON and the "scuffler" had been in New Orleans at the 
time this incident occurred. 

BLAZEWICK examined New Orleans police photos of MIGUEL CRUZ 
and CELSO HERNANDEZ taken on 9 August 1963 and pictures of CARLOS 
BRINGUIER in the Houston Chronicle of 28 February 1967 and in 
M Plot or Politics? 11 , p. 8. He stated that none of these individuals 
was the "scuffler” he had seen on TV. He believes that the indi- 
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vidual who is half visible at the left margin of Pizzo Exhibit 
453-A might be the "scuffler", but such an identification is too 
uncertain to be satisfactory. 

BLAZEWICK* s memory of when he saw the TV scuffle is not 
precise. He recalls that he was working on the automobile trans- 
port ship Highway 16 on the Great Lakes at the time of the assassi- 
nation and for one or two weeks before then. Prior to that he 
thinks he was on the Nicolet , an ore ship, also on the Great Lakes 
for about two months. He believes he saw the TV scuffle while on 
the Nicolet . However, he worked on the Nicolet at least four 
different times and connot be certain which time he saw the scuffle. 

As far as is presently known no pictures of the OSWALD litera- 
ture scuffle of 9 August 1963 have been shown on television, and 
only CRUZ, HERNANDEZ, and BRINGUIER are positively known to have 
been involved with him in this incident. Due to these discrepancies, 
the possibility that BLAZEWICK was referring to the Miami incident 
of October 1962 described in CE 2951 (Hearings, vol. 26, pp.424, 

425) was considered. He did mention the possibility that the 
scuffle might have occurred in Miami, and the name JERRY BUCHANAN 
sounded familiar to him. However, he was more strongly of the 
opinion that the scuffle had occurred in New Orleans within a few 
months before the assassination. According to the Free Cuba News 
of 29 November 1963, other Americans joined the Cubans in the fight 
with OSWALD, suggesting the possibility that other individuals 
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besides CRUZ, HERNANDEZ, and BRINGUIER may have been involved in the 
scuffle. 

One possible interpretation would be that BIAZEWICK saw movies 
taken by WDSU on 16 August 1963, heard a description of the scuffle of 
a week earlier, and saw the individual who GASTON later told him had 
hit OSWALD. This would mean that the "scuffler" had been present both 
times in August when OSWALD passed out literature, and that he was one 
of the other unnamed individuals involved in the melee. The importance 
of his involvement depends on whether he collaborated with OSWALD in 
the establishment of the latter* s cover. 

BLAZEWICK thinks the "scuffler** may have belonged to the Revolu- 
tionary Movement 30th of November at the time of the Bay of Pigs 
because he was in the 30th of November office frequently. However, 
since BLAZEWICK met him in the Miami CIA office, and since he was a 
frequent companion of GASTON, a CIA commando, BLAZEWICK thinks the 
"scuffler'* may later have worked for the CIA. 

BLAZEWICK doesn't know if the "scuffler" knew ’OSWALD before the 
scuffle. 

BLAZEWICK *s relationship to the "scuffler" was friendly at first 
but not very friendly later. 

Other individuals who might be able to give additional information 
about the "scuffler" are: LUIS MORENO, ADOLPHO RODRIGUEZ FRANCISCO, 

TOMAS, JUAN, and MONGO. Possibly "QUARITO" also knew him. 

BLAZEWICK described the scuffler as follows: he was in his early 

thirties, not too tall, very broad, heavy set, very well built, and 
had thick black hair. When BLAZEWICK first met him he was wearing a 
reddish-brown leather jacket even though the weather was hot. BIAZEWICK 
remembered the jacket because for awhile each organization had their 
own identifying jackets. The 30th of November members wore blue jackets 
like World War II air force jackets with fur collars. The "scuffler 's" 
reddish-brown jacket was not associated with any group, but he was 
also seen wearing a blue jacket. 

* GASTON (Full name unknown) 

GASTON told BLAZEWICK he worked for the CIA as a commando and was 
paid $250 a month. BLAZEWICK thinks he was in the nonpolitical organi- 
zation Alpha 66 or Alpha 66 Commandos. 

GASTON was often associated with the "scuffler." He told BLAZEWICK 
he had been in New Orleans and was probably there at the time of the 
scuffle described above. BLAZEWICK thought that GASTON and the "scuffler" 
may have gone to New Orleans because of a training camp that was there. 
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GASTON had attended a military academy near New Orleans at one time. 

GASTON didn't talk very much. He didn't want to work with any of 
the politically oriented exile organizations because he wanted to 
fight, not be in politics. He was full of hate because his uncle, who 
was pro-Castro, had had his father put in jail or killed. He was not 
an admirer of President KENNEDY but made no threats against him. He 
was fanatically anticommunist. He was very strong, once picking up 
the rear end of a Volkswagen. 

ADOLPHO RODRIGUEZ FRANCISCO introduced BIAZEWICK to GASTON. M QUARITO M 
knew him, and he (GASTON) once made a play for SONJA. 

In December 1964 the "scuffler" told BIAZEWICK that GASTON had been 
killed in a raid earlier that year. The Cubans were grumbling because 
they felt GASTON was killed because the CIA failed to pick him up 

after the raid was completed. The raid was possibly against a sugar 
refinery. 

* * LAWRENCE JOHN HOWARD, Jr. 

BIAZEWICK recognized HOWARD immediately when shown a photograph 
of him but could not remember his name. He did not recognize HOWARD'S 
name in a list of names nor when he heard it. He thought the names 
LORENZO and ALONZO sounded familiar but did not connect either with 
HOWARD. He was shown CE 237 before being shown the picture of HOWARD 
and thought this individual might be HOWARD. but was not certain. 

BLAZEWICK met HOWARD in the San Carlos Hoter in Miami in 1963 or 
1964. LUIS, the desk clerk, introduced him to HOWARD and told him 
that HOWARD had given up a $6 per hour jpb in Los Angeles in order to 
fight Castro. BLAZEWICK didn't know if HOWARD had come to the hotel 
to see LUIS or someone else. He only talked to HOWARD the one time 

but thinks he may have seen him once or twice in the 30th of November 
office. 

According to information BLAZEWICK obtained from the news media 
and from conversations with Cubans, HOWARD was training with JAMES 
PATRICK HENRY (apparently the same as the JERRY PATRICK referred to in 
the Miami Herald of 30 August 1963; copy enclosed) on No Name Key in a 
group known as Patrick's Raiders. BLAZEWICK said that JAMES PATRICK 
HENRY was an American who had been a captain in Castro's army. He was 
in the Revolutionary Movement 30th of November before BLAZEWICK joined 
it, but he broke away to form his own group. BLAZEWICK said that the 
International Anti-Communist Brigade (Hearings, vol. 26, pp. 424, 425; 

CE 2951) was the same as Patrick's Raiders. BLAZEWICK has never been 
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on No Name Key. 

BLAZEWICK saw HOWARD in a group of the Patrick's Raiders on TV. 
Their lawyer had just got them out of jail following an FBI or CIA 
raid on their training camp. That same night he met HOWARD. The 
Patrick's Raiders were rather upset about the raid because either the 
governor or the mayor of Miami had visited their training camp, and 
everyone knew what they were doing in the first place. They were 
raided apparently to prevent an attack on Cuba. 

The New York Times of 21 June 1963 states that, "Last night 
federal agents arrested five men and seized several weapons and a large 
quantity of ammunition. ... four of the men were members of the 
Intercontinental Penetration Force, a group that has been holding 
commando exercises in southern Florida." According to the Miami Herald 
of 30 August 1963 this group is the same as Patrick's Raiders. The 
latter, article describes a raid of the Patrick's Raiders' training 
camp on No Name Key in which apparently no one was arrested. It also 
states that, "Patrick and a group of his men were arrested by federal 
officers last year . . ." Whether Patrick's Raiders were raided other 
than these three times I do not know. BLAZEWICK thinks he was in Miami 
in July 1963. He may, therefore, have met HOWARD following the June 20 
arrest. Whether HOWARD was arrested then and, if so, who his companions 
were could probably be determined from Miami arrest records and TV film. 

LUIS, the desk clerk at the San Carlos Hotel, might be able to 
provide more information about HOWARD. BLAZEWICK thought that M QUARIT0 M 
may also have known him. 

BLAZEWICK described HOWARD as being rather heavy set and having 
a mustache and tiny goatee or short beard. When he saw him he was 
wearing battle fatigues, a white T-shirt, and a green hat. 

* WILLIAM HOUSTON SEYMOUR 

BLAZEWICK was fairly sure that he recognized SEYMOUR when shown a 
photograph of him. He couldn't remember SEYMOUR's name and didn’t 
recognize it when he heard it. 

A man BLAZEWICK believes was SEYMOUR was in a group called Morgan's 
Raiders which was kicked off a plane in Chicago because a check for 

tickets had bounced. They had come from the West and were bound 
for Miami. A man who owned a hotel in south Chicago gave them room 
and board unti(| a church gave them money to continue on to Miami. 

BLAZEWICK read about the group in a Chicago newspaper, considered 
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joining thim, and contacted them at their hotel. He soon changed his 
mind because they seemed like they were too wild a bunch for him. They 
were throwing ashtrays out the window at passersby, and he thought some 
were dope addicts. Their motivation for fighting Castro was so that 
they could take part in looting of Cuba. SEYMOUR and one other man 
were relatively clean looking compared to others in the group. 

BLAZEWICK thought the group was named after Major WILLIAM A. 

MORGAN, a former Castro supporter whom Castro had shot in March 1961. 

The hotel owner might be able to give more Information about the 
group. His name and address could be obtained from Chicago newspapers. 
According to page 2 of a Phoenix FBI summary report by SA CALVIN W. 

EVANS, dated 20 September 1964 and found in CD 1553, SEYMOUR told EVANS 
that he first went to Miami in March 1962. 

* M QUARIT0 M 

BLAZEWICK recalled knowing a man in Miami named "QUARITO" who was 
* also in the Revolutionary Movement 30th of November. Shortly after 
the assassination "QUARITO", BLAZEWICK, TOMAS, JUAN, and ,r M0NG0" were 
drinking in the El Grande bar. "QUARITO" was very upset and was almost 
crying. He told BLAZEWICK that he didn't know what a bad man he was. 
BLAZEWICK thought at the time that "QUARITO" was referring to sex and 
might be a homosexual or bisexual. However, on reflection he thought 
that "QUARITO" may have been upset about something other than sex. 

(The assassination??) 

"QUARITO" told BLAZEWICK, probably after the assassination, that 
he was tired of the United States, that he didn't want to stay here 
any longer, and that he was going to Mexico by way of Texas. BLAZEWICK 
seemed to indicate on November 18 that "QUARITO" left Miami in the fall 
of 1963. However, on December 2 he related the incident about "QUARITO" 
being a "bad man" and said that this incident occurred after the assassi- 
nation. When BLAZEWICK last went to Miami in December 1964 the Cubans 
told him that "QUARITO" had left. 

Whether this "QUARITO" is the CELIO SERGIO CASTRO ALBA, also known 
as "QUARITO," who accompanied HALL and HOWARD from Los Angeles to Miami 
by way of Dallas is not known. A Miami FBI memorandum dated 26 September 
1964 and Included in CD 1553 states that CELIO SERGIO CASTRO ALBA was 
interviewed in Florida on 24 September 1964. 

BLAZEWICK said that "QUARITO" was a good friend of TOMAS and also 
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knew LUIS MORENO, ADOLPHO RODRIGUEZ FRANCISCO, JUAN, MONGO, GASTON, and 
possibly HOWARD. 

BLAZEWICK described "QUARITO" as being thin, about 5 feet 11 inches 
tall, about 34 years old (in 1963), and that he was half Cuban and 
half Mexican. He could speak no English. 

* CHARLES STEELE, Jr. 

BLAZEWICK recognized STEELE in pictures of OSWALD passing out 
literature and believes he has seen him in Miami. He did not remember 
or recognize STEELE *s name. 

* DAVID F. LEWIS, Jr. 

BLAZEWICK recognized LEWIS from a photograph in the Detroit Free 
Press (5 March 1967) and a photograph in "Plot or Politics?” (p. 37). 

He did not remember or recognize his name. He thinks he saw LEWIS in 
the Democratic Revolutionary Front office in Miami. 

t 

* (FNU) CASTORR (sp. ?) 

BLAZEWICK remembers meeting a man named CASTORR in the El Grande 
bar in Miami. He was introduced as a Cuban and looked like a Latin 
American. Spanish seemed to be his native language. BLAZEWICK thought 
he spoke English with a southern drawl, but CASTORR claimed to have 
learned it in New York. As far as BLAZEWICK knew he was not connected 
with the military. He was tall and well-built. Whether or not this 
individual is Col. L. ROBERT CASTORR can probably be determined by 
HAROLD WE IS BERG. 

* CELSO MARCARIO HERNANDEZ 

BLAZEWICK thought New Orleans police photographs of HERNANDEZ 
looked familiar and that he may have known him or someone who looked 
like him in the Revolutionary Movement 30th of November. He did not 
recognize HERNANDEZ* name. 

* MIGUEL MARIANO CRUZ 

BIAZEWICK thought the full length New Orleans police photograph of 
CRUZ looked familiar, but not the close-up photographs. He did not 
recognize CRUZ* name. 

* CARLOS BRINGUIER 

BLAZEWICK recognized BRINGUIER from a picture in the Houston 
Chronicle of 28 February 1967 but did not recognize him in the picture 
in ,, Plot or Politics?** (p. 8). He was not acquainted with BRINGUIER 
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but thought he had seen him sometime, either in person or on TV. 

* (Name unknown) 

BLAZEWICK remembered a tall, slim Negro Cuban who was employed 
by the CIA. He went on quite a few raids with GASTON and was killed 
on the same raid on which GASTON was killed. 

* (Name unknown) 

GASTON once introduced BLAZEWICK to four CIA employees, including 
the Negro Cuban mentioned above. One of the others was a short, thin, 
white Cuban with thick black hair. He said his age was 30 to 32, but 
he looked younger. 

* (Name unknown) 

BLAZEWICK met a deck hand on a ship on the Great Lakes who had 
been a pilot for the CIA in Guatemala or Nicaragua at the time of the 
Bay of Pigs. He had injured a leg in the Korean war and couldn't fly 
for commercial airlines. He was about 5 feet 7 inches tall. 

* ERNE IDO OLIVA 

BLAZEWICK stated that OLIVA belonged to the Revolutionary Movement 
30th of November. 

« 

Individuals Not Recognized by Blazewick from Photographs 
SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH ' 

GUY BANISTER 
DAVID WILLIAM FERRIE 
MANUEL GARCIA GONZALES 
LORAN EUGENE HALL 
LAYTON PATRICK MARTENS 
GORDON NOVEL 
CLAY SHAW 

Individuals Who Might Provide Additional Information 

* (FNU) JUAN • . 

JUAN was a Cuban friend of BLAZEWICK' s who worked in the 30th of 
November office. He spoke good English. He knew the "scuff ler" and 
"QUARITO." 

* LUIS (LNU) 

LUIS worked as a desk clerk at the San Carlos Hotel in Miami in 
December 1962 and in 1963 (duration of employment not known). He was 
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a good friend of BLAZEWICK* s and introduced him to HOWARD. He was between 
50 and 60 years old in 1963 or 1964. His wife worked at the Cubanita 
Restaurant, which was next door to the San Carlos Hotel. He had worked 
for United Fruit Company at one time. The company still sent him 
paychecks while he was at the San Carlos Hotel, but he sent them back 
because he was no longer doing any work for tha firm. 

* "MONGO" 

"MONGO" was a Cuban friend of BLAZEWICK* s who worked in the 30th 
of November office. He spoke English. He knew the "scuff ler" and 
"QUARITO" . 

* LUIS MORENO 

MORENO was a well educated Negro Cuban who was the head of the 
Revolutionary Movement 30th of November. He would know more than 
others named about anti-Castro activities and people. Amongst others 
he knew GASTON and "QUARITO." He was married and had a baby girl born 
* in 1962. . • • * * 

* OSCAR (LNU) 

OSCAR was a bartender in an obscure bar referred to as "the cave", 
which was frequented by Cubans. It was located behind the desk in the 
Pan American Hotel (the larger of two hotels by this name) and had no 
sign to indicate its presence. He was active in anti-Castro movements 
and had knowledge of the Patrick's Raiders. He was about 55 or 56 
years old. He had been a millionaire in Cuba. The last BLAZEWICK 
knew he was connected with a hair tonic factory (possibly as owner) 
near a race track in Miami. 

* ADOLPHO RODRIGUEZ FRANCISCO (or possibly FRONDIZI) 

RODRIGUEZ was also one of BLAZEWICK 1 s friends who worked in the 
30th of November office. At one time he had been a labor union leader 
in Cuba. He introduced BLAZEWICK to GASTON and also knew the "scuffler" 
and "QUARITO." BLAZEWICK believes he is in Los Angeles and that he 
would tell what he knows about individuals of interest. He was married 
and had a five year old daughter. 

* SONIA (LNU) 

SONJA was a Columbian girl whom BLAZEWICK met in the El Grande 
bar. She came to the United States after an affair with a Columbian 
general. BLAZEWICK dated her twice, and GASTON made a play for her. 
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She had a very good figure. She is a possible source of information 
about GASTON and others. 

* TOMAS (LNU) (also known as TOMACITO) (sp?) 

TOMAS was a very good friend ofBLAZEWICK. He was a tall, heavy 
set Negro Cuban who worked in the 30th of November office. He went 
to Cuba at least twice, either on raids or for other counterrevolutionary 
activity. He was a good friend of "QUARITO" and also knew GASTON and 
the "scuffler." He could not speak English. 

Miscellaneous Information 

BLAZEWICK knew of a Free Cuba Committee, the members of which 
were Americans who had lived in Cuba. He said it had connections with 
the CIA and that it was right wipg. He also mentioned a Free Cuba 
Committee Club. 

BLAZEWICK mentioned a group that was very fascist. Members of the 
group would mark swastikas and write anti-Negro comments in restrooms. 

' He named several organizations which might have been this group but was 
very uncertain. 

BLAZEWICK named the following bars which were frequented by Cubans: 

n the cave" (see above under OSCAR), Pan American ( in the Pan American 

% 

Hotel), Trojan, and Valencia. 

Personal Information about Blazewick 
Age : 24 

Marital status: single 
Race: • white 

Height: 5 feet 11 inches 

Build: medium 

Hair: brown, thin, very high forehead 

Face : round 

Wears glasses 

Attended military academy in Pennsylvania 

Works in the engine department of ships, often as a fireman 

Member Seafarers' International Union 

Permanent address (aunt's residence): 1236 Dakota St. 

Gary Indiana 



